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The Gover 


NITED STATES District Judge John W. Holland will retire June 30 after 19 


years of distinguished service on the Bench in the Southern District of 
Florida. 


Born in Jackson, Tennessee, Judge Holland received his B.A. degree from 
Union University in 1904 and his law degree from Vanderbilt University in 1906. 
After practicing in Jackson, Tennessee and Jacksonville, Florida, he became 
United States Attorney in 1933 and served in that capacity until his appoint- 
ment to the bench in 1936. 


Judge Holland is a member of Kappa Sigma and Phi Alpha Delta fraternities. 
He also is a member of the Dade County Bar Association and the American Bar 
‘Association. 


On June 20, the Dade County Bar Association will honor Judge Holland on 
the occasion of his retirement at a luncheon meeting. 
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Respect Your 
Fellow Lawyer 


oo THE message in a folder re- 
cently distributed by the American 
Bar Association, written by Richard P. 
Tinkham of Hammond, Indiana, Chair- 
man of the Association’s Public Rela- 
tions Committee. 


If the thought in those words were 
always reflected in 
the attitude and ac- 
tions of the members 
of the legal profes- 
sion, great impetus 
would be given to- 
ward several objec- 
tives of our bar pro- 
gram. 


From the viewpoint 
of public relations 
alone, the _ effort 
would pay tremendous dividends. As 
has often been pointed out, the corner- 
stone of an effective bar public rela- 
tions program is in the individual law- 
yer’s own law office. The most care- 
fully conceived public relations cam- 
paign will avail little if the lawyers 
themselves—before their clients and 
other members of the public—do not 
show respect for their fellow lawyers. 


CARROLL 


In our programs to improve the ad- 
ministration of justice, a stumbling 
block is thrown in the way by those 
who belittle, or unjustifiably impugn 
the motives of opposing counsel. We 
all recognize that an essential part of 
our system of justice is the principle 
of advocacy, yet some of us too fre- 
quently are prone publicly to criticize 
other lawyers for their advocacy. 


Respect toward fellow lawyers, too, 
has its relation to the ethical programs 
of the Bar. Every lawyer is bound 
to observe the canons of ethics that 
have been adopted for our profession. 
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If a fellow lawyer’s conduct violates 
those canons, then it is our duty to 
bring this to the attention of the ap- 
propriate Grievance Committee of The 
Florida Bar. Otherwise, let’s give him 
the respect that is his due as a mem- 
ber of the profession. 

One of the canons of ethics bears 
directly on this question. Canon 17 
reads in part: 

“Clients, not lawyers, are the 
litigants. Whatever may be the 
ill-feeling existing between clients, 
it should not be allowed to influ- 
ence counsel in their conduct and 
demeanor toward each other or to- 
wards suitors in the case. All per- 
sonalities between counsel should 
be scrupulously avoided.” 

As Mr. Tinkham says in the folder: 

“One of the things that have helped 
to weaken the confidence of the public 
in our system of justice and in those 
who administer it has been this con- 
duct on the part of lawyers. 


“While we humorously say that every 
losing lawyer ‘has the constitutional 
right to cuss the Court’, we do not 
mean it. For if we blame our courts 
for our losses, our clients and their 
friends will soon have no confidence in 
them. 


“Similarly, a lawyer who has become 
so identified with his cause that he 
deludes himself into thinking the law- 
yers on the other side are using im- 
proper means, and says so, is most 
certainly destroying respect for all 
lawyers.... 


“Remember that each lawyer has it 
within his power to help or hurt the 
reputation of the entire profession.” 


Coote 


DONALD K. CARROLL, President 
The Florida Bar 
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In the absence of President Donald K. Carroll, who was out of the state 
addressing the Louisiana State Bar Association, President-Elect J. Lance. 
Lazonby of Gainesville was requested by the Supreme Court of Florida to rep- 
resent The Florida Bar at the ceremony held in the Supreme Court Building 
on the occasion of the swearing in of newly appointed Mr. Justice Campbell 
Thornal of Orlando. Shown from left are Mr. Justice Thornal, Mr. Chief Justice 
Drew and President-Elect Lazonby. 


ROTHENBERG ON LABOR RELATIONS 


@ LABOR UNIONS @ LABOR LAW 
@ TACTICS @ PROCEDURE 
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with 1954 Supplement 
1 Volume $15.00 
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Meeting of members of The Florida Bar Committee on Cooperation with the 


American Law Students Association: 


From left they are W. Reece Smith of 


Tampa, Chairman Robert Baynard of St. Petersburg, Julius C. Grossenbacher, 
Vice President of the ALSA, President Donald K. Carroll and Robert Bader of 


Miami. 


New Bar Committee Meets with American Law Students 
Association at Stetson 


The Committee on Cooperation with 
the American Law Students Association 
met at 2:00 p.m. on Friday, April 22nd, 
1955, at the new Stetson Law School in 
St. Petersburg. 


In addition to members of the Com- 
mittee there were present the follow- 
ing: Donald K. Carroll, President of the 
Florida Bar, of Jacksonville; Julius 
Grossenbacher of St. Mary’s Univer- 
sity, San Antonio, Texas, representing 
ALSA; and Kenneth B. Sherouse, Jr., 
Executive Secretary of The Florida Bar, 
of Tallahassee. 


President Carroll stated that this 
new committee was designed to create 
an exchange of ideas and friendship 
between lawyers and prospective law- 
yers as a preliminary to active partici- 
pation in The Florida Bar, and to help 
the law students get started on the 
right foot in the practice of law. 


During its afternoon meeting, the 
committee adopted the following pro- 
gram: 
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(1) Arrange committee meetings 
with members of state law schools to 
inform the students of the duties and 
functions of the committee. 

(2) Cooperate with the state law 
schools through their present organiza- 
tions to bring them in closer contact 
with the integrated bar, and inform 
them of its duties, functions and ob- 
jectives. 

(3) In cooperation with the law 
schools and their faculties, to inform 
the law students of the work of the 
Junior Bar Section and the benefits to 
be derived by the law students’ direct 
participation with the Junior Bar Sec- 
tion. 

(4) Cooperation with law students 
through the medium of The Florida Bar 
Journal to interest them in attending 
bar association meetings and conven- 
tions and to develop inexpensive pro- 
grams for such attendance at conven- 
tions. 

ROBERT 8S. BAYNARD 
Chairman 
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To All New Lawyers... 


(and to Senior Partners) 


The Junior Bar Section of The Florida Bar has developed an Institute 
on Practical Legal Education to aid the newly admitted young lawyer. This 
program is pointed toward skills which cannot be found in the case law or the 
statutes, and which are not available in practice manuals. It has grown out of 
the problems faced by each of us when he began his practice, either as a junior 


in a large firm or as one hanging out a shingle. 


The Institute will cover the following courses, which were prepared by the 
men whose names appear opposite the subject for which they are responsible: 


The mechanics of criminal actions from 
jail through appeal. 

The drafting and execution of wills, 
and the administration of decedent’s 
estates. 

Divorce suits, including property settle- 
ment agreements, modifications of 
final decree, and related matters. 


Abstract examinations and_ closing 
transactions. 

The preparation and trial of negligence 
actions. 

Mechanics of the Court, including the 
filing of papers, jurisdiction, service 
of process, methods and procedures 
of appeal, etc. 

The organization of small business, in- 
cluding a comparison of the me- 
chanics of sole proprietorship, part- 
nerships and corporate activities. 

The mechanics of a coliection action. 


At the beginning of each lecture 


Sam D. Phillips, Jr., of the Palm Beach 
Bar 


Harold B. Crosby of the Pensacola Bar. 


John H. Gunn of the Miami Bar, re- 
placing Paul G. Rogers of the Fort 
Lauderdale Bar who was forced to 
resign upon his election to Congress. 

Elmer O. Friday, Jr., of the Orlando 
Bar. 

William R. Colson of the Miami Bar. 


Robert C. Ward of the Miami Bar. 


Ralph Martin of the Jacksonville Bar, 
replacing John E. Morris, Jr., of the 
Fort Lauderdale Bar who was forced 
to resign for press of business. 

J. Rex Farrior, Jr., of the Tampa Bar. 


each lawyer will receive a legal size 


folder with a comprehensive outline of the instructor’s subject and pertinent 


forms. 


We hope that it will not be necessary for you to take notes so that you 


can devote full attention to listening to the lectures and participating in the 
questions and answers. We emphasize that we are concerned with substantive 
law only to the extent that it is incidental to the technique of the practice of 
law. For example, we assume that you understand the curative acts, and 
we shall demonstrate the actual examination of an abstract and the prep- 
aration of a closing statement; we are not concerned with the legal effect of 
a promissory note, but we will discuss the specific steps in collecting on it. 


The Institute will open at 9:00 A. M., 25 July 1955, at the College of 
Law at the University of Florida at Gainesville, Florida, and it will close 
30 July 1955. 


You don’t have to be a member of The Florida Bar to be eligible, but you 
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must have taken the Bar Examination in November, 1954, March, 1955 or 
July, 1955. A registration fee of $20.00 is charged to cover the costs of giving 
the Institute. 

If you are admitted to the Bar and make proper application to the American 
Bar Association for membership, the Junior Bar Section will pay your first 
year’s dues. 

The University of Florida has made available rooms in Tolbert Hall at a 
rate of $2.00 a day, including maid service. The University Cafeteria is adja- 
cent to these accommodations, and you may have your meals there. 

We hope you will come, and enjoy and profit from this course with us. It 
is an Institute each of us wishes he had been able to take when he began his 
practice, and we know you will find it beneficial. 

BENMONT TENCH, JR., Chairman 
Junior Bar Section Committee on 
Practical Legal Education 


Benmont Tench, Jr., 
Post Office Box 468, 
Gainesville, Florida 


[] Please register me for the Junior Bar Section 
Institute on Practical Legal Education. En- 
closed find check for $20.00. 


C) | will stay at Tolbert Hall. 


Gust Published 
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Henry Weihofen 
Professor of Law 
The University of New Mexico 
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Beach Forum Follows 
Successful Pattern 


The following report of the 
Miami Beach Bar Association 
furnishes additional evidence that 
other local bar associations should 
carefully consider the public rela- 
tions advantages to be gained from 
forum presentations for laymen, 
utilized recently by St. Petersburg, 
Jacksonville and Volusia County: 

EDITOR. 


From the generally enthusiastic re- 
sponse of the audience at the conclu- 
sion of the first public legal forum held 
in Miami Beach on April 25, it would 
definitely appear that one of the most 
effective approaches to the solution of 
the problem of bettering the public re- 
lations of the attorney lies in more 
and better forums of this type. 


Following the lead of the St. Peters- 
burg and Jacksonville Bar Associations, 
the Miami Beach Bar Association pre- 
pared, sponsored, and presented for the 
edification of the public, a panel dis- 
cussion on the subject of “Landlord 
& Tenant” which topic, as a starter, is 
peculiarly appropriate to the tourist- 
resident make-up of our local popula- 
tion. 


A proper publicity build-up for a 
week or ten days prior to the event 
aroused public interest in the subject 
and the format. This phase was handled 
by our local newspaper, the Miami 
Beach Sun, in admirable fashion, pub- 
lishing stories and pictures, describ- 
ing the background of the forum and 
the intent and purpose of the Bar 
Association, i.e., to provide a public 
service designed to stimulate an aware- 

ness in both landlords and tenants of 
' their respective legal rights, duties, 
and privileges. 


Facilities were provided gratis by the 
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City of Miami Beach at a Municipal 
Auditorium. 

The program was opened by an ad- 
dress of welcome from our president, 
Alex Gordon, followed by a general in- 
troduction to and description of the 
topic by Mark Silverstein. After which 
the moderator, Joel Newman, advised 
the moderate sized, but completely cap- 
tivated, audience that the questions to 
be addressed to the panel were not 
spontaneous, but had been carefully re- 
searched by the members consisting of 
Milton Grusmark, Milton Mannheimer, 
Vivian Scheaffer, and Herbert Shapiro. 

Actually the panel had been carefully 
rehearsed and the prepared answers 
criticized as to form, language, and 
substance several days prior to the 
event, 

The answers were couched in simple 
terms so as to be readily understood 
by the average lay person. Yet the 
answers were delivered in dignified 
fashion, adding to the impressiveness 
of the session. 

Many thanks are due to William J. 
McLeod, Chairman of the Public Forum 
Committee of the St. Petersburg Bar 
Association, and to Stan Witwer of the 
St. Petersburg Times, both of whom 
assisted our local group tremendously 
in giving it proper guidance. 

The success of this initial experience 
has prompted further consideration for 
this area of future forums and a pro- 
gram is being prepared for a series to 
be held in the fall of this year. 

While this approach represents a de- 
liberate wooing of public good-will, 
nevertheless the desired result can in 
time reflect a return to the standard 
of high esteem in which the American 
Bar has been held in the past. 

JOEL P. NEWMAN 
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“LAW FOR WOMEN” AN OUTSTANDING SUCCESS 


When the 8th Judicial Circuit Bar Association (Gainesville) collaborated with 
the General Extension Division of Florida to prepare a series of lectures under 
the heading of “Law for Women,” few guessed that the audience at the first 
lecture would be so much larger than anticipated that the site of the lecture 
would have to be moved before presenting the evening’s program. Originally 
scheduled for a small hall, this series wound up the first evening in the Univer- 
sity of Florida Law School Auditorium. Average attendance exceeded 300. As 
a result of interest stirred up by this extremely enthusiastic response, The 
Florida Bar is now making plans to hold similar lectures around the state in 
cooperation with the General Extension Division of Florida and other local bar 
associations. Further details will be announced in the July issue of THE FLORIDA 
Bar JOURNAL. 


Shown above at left, standing from left to right, are “Bo” Arnow, Frank West, 
Professor Robert Mautz, and L. W. Graham. Seated left to right are Judge J. 
A. H. Murphree, William C. O’Neal, and Osee Fagan. Shown at right is a 
typical scene during the presentation of the lectures. Speaking is Bo Arnow; 
standing at far right is Professor John Miklos of the General Extension Division. 


FEDERAL PROCEDURE FORMS 
with 1954 Supplement 
b 
Guandolo & Kennedy 


Extensive in scope, covering all Federal Courts 
and Administrative Agencies with rules. 


CIVIL — CRIMINAL 


ONE VOLUME $25.00 
DENNIS & CO., INC. 
251 MAIN STREET BUFFALO 3, NEW YORK 
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Miamian Honored 


Richard J. Horwich of Miami is the 
winner of the Elijah Watt Sells gold 
medal for the highest score among 
those who took all four parts of the 
uniform certified public accountant 
examination last November and whose 
papers were reviewed by the American 
Institute of Accountants. The examin- 
ation was administered by state boards 
of accountancy to approximately 12,- 
000 CPA candidates throughout the 


Horwich was graduated from the 
University of Miami, B.B.A. February 
1952, and LL.B. February 1954. 

He is a member of the bar of the 
District of Columbia, Florida and Illi- 
nois, and a member of the Miami Ac- 
counting Society. 

The medal will be presented in Wash- 
ington, D. C., next October at the an- 
nual meeting of the American Institute 
of Accountants, the national profes- 
sional society of certified public ac- 
- countants. 

The Elijah Watt Sells awards were 
established in 1924 by the American 
Institute of Accountants. 
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Florida Breakfast Plans 
Announced 


The annual Florida Bar breakfast, 
held as a Florida feature of the Amer- 
ican Bar Association convention, is 
scheduled for 8 o’clock A. M. on August 
24 at the Warwick Hotel in Philadel- 
phia. Announcement of breakfast plans 
was made by Harold B. Wahl, Break- 
fast Committee Chairman. 

After a lapse of many years, the 
practice of holding a special breakfast 
for Floridians was reestablished last 
year at the annual meeting of the 
American Bar Association in Chicago. 
Seventy-six Florida lawyers and their 
friends attended—so far exceeding res- 
ervations that it was necessary to sét 
up tables in the corridors. 

This year, the Warwick Hotel insists 
on advance commitments. The break- 
fast committee has reserved a room 
capable of seating 150 people—the Mir- 
ror Room—and reservations may be 
made through Chairman Wahl, Post 
Office Box 1259, Jacksonville, Florida. 
The price of $3.00 will include gratui- 
ties and tax. Early reservations are 
suggested. 
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Miami Law Quarterly 
Banquet Held 


Miami Law Quarterly banquet hon- 
oring graduating seniors was held May 


7th at the Colony Restaurant. The 
guest speaker was Honorable Millard 
Caldwell, former Governor of Florida, 
and a prominent figure in both state 
and national affairs. 


Those graduating members receiv- 
ing certificates and honor keys were— 


Alan H. Dombrowsky — Editor-in- 
Chief 


William M. Hicks — Leading Article 
Editor 


Jerry Mosca—Comment Editor 

Charles Salem—Case Note Editor 

Richard Stapleton — Business Man- 
ager 

Howard E. Barwick — Editorial 
Board Member 


Hillard Chapnick — Editorial Board 
Member 


Eugene Parker — Editorial Board 
Member 


Julius Jay Perlmutter — Editorial 
Board Member 


Julius Ser—Editorial Board Member 
Hilery Silverman—Research Editor 


Donald S. Zuckerman — Editorial 
Board Member 


Fred Patrox—Editorial Board Mem- 
ber 


The following editors have been 
elected for next year: 


John C. Whitehouse—Editor-in-Chief 
Phillip Knight—Executive Editor 


Herbert Saxs—Leading Article Edi- 
tor 


Richard Parker—Comment Editor 
Shalle Fine—Case Note Editor 
David Emanuel—Case Note Editor 
Herbert Cohen—Research Editor 


James Linus—Developments & Book 
Review Editor 
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Legal Institutes 
Committee Report 


Shortly after the annual Convention, 
the committee cooperated in the Annual 
Law Day exercises of the College of 
Law of the University of Florida by 
co-sponsoring a legal institute on the 
subject of pre-trial procedures. The 
co-sponsor was the John Marshall Bar 
Association, the student organization 
of the College which is in charge of 
Law Day. Jack Wayman, Esq., of Jack- 
sonville, spoke on the subject of Depo- 
sitions and Discovery Proceedings and 
the Hon. Judge John A. H. Murphree 
on the pre-trial conference. These talks 
were followed by a moot pre-trial con- 
ference between student-attorneys pre- 
sided over by Judge Murphree. 


The Committee is now in the pro- 
cess of revising the data on available 
speakers and hopes to have a new pro- 
gram ready for distribution in the near 
future. In the meantime, the Commit- 
tee stands ready to cooperate with the 
committees of the circuits and all the 
local bars in any way possible. 


O. B. McEwan, Chairman 


ARVARD AND YALE, as cloisters of 

philosophy, are keepers of the 
sacred fire. There are trained the 
martyrs of the future—the pale aco- 
lytes of science. There are gathered 
those who believe that thoughts are 
mightier than things. There are the 
strongholds of ideals more remote and 
vast than fortune. There is kept alive 
the faith which sets men to a task of 
which they shall not see the end, and 
which perhaps may be accomplished 
when the last of the race shall die. 
There is believed the idealist’s creed, 
which even sceptics may share, that 
the world cannot mean less than the 
farthest-reaching thought, cannot be 
less worthy of reverence than the lofti- 
est aspiration of man, who is but a 
part of it, but a leaf of the unimagin- 
able tree.—MRr. JUSTICE HOLMES. 


THE FLORIDA BAR JOURNAL 


t 
| 
| 


Judge Criswell 
Honored 


Judge Walter Scott Criswell, Judge 
of the Juvenile Court of Duval County 
until his retirement on September 15, 
1954, was elected 
President of the Na- 
tional Council of Ju- 
venile Court Judges 
at the annual con- 
vention in Richmond, 
Virignia, on May 11. 


The editor is in- 
formed that this is 
the highest honor 
which can be paid to 
capewena, a judge in the field of 
Juvenile Court work. 


A native of lowa, Judge Criswell 
graduated from Kansas State College 
in 1912 and from Washington Univer- 
sity. He was admitted to the Bar in 
Florida in 1921 and was elected to the 
office as Judge of the Juvenile Court of 
Duval County in 1923. He has served 
as President of the Florida Council of 
Juvenile Court Judges and as Editor- 
in-Chief of the Juvenile Court Judges’ 
Journal. He has also served as Chair- 
man of The Florida Bar Committee on 
Juvenile Courts. 


On his retirement, Judge Criswell 
was honored with a special ceremony 
under the auspices of the Jacksonville 
Bar Association, and was_ presented 
with a citation which stated in part 
that: 


“his forty-two year career of dedi- 
cated, unselfish, effective public 
service has spanned all but the first 
thirteen years of the period of his- 
tory during which the Juvenile 
Court movement began, and spread 
from this country into every civil- 
ized country in the world; that he 
is recognized nationally as one of 
those outstanding leaders whose 
name is enshrined forever on that 
edifice of the living law; and that, 
possibly more than that of any 
other one person, his influence is 
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responsible for the broad mosaic of 
courts and institutions, organiza- 
tions and services, which have in 
the past four decades been cre- 
ated, in Jacksonville and in Flor- 
ida, to afford the opportunity to 
successive generations of Florida’s 
children to develop into physically 
and morally sound, law-abiding 
citizens of our community and our 
nation.” 


LOST MEMBERS 


Please advise The Florida Bar if you 
know the present address of any of 
the foilowing, giving the name and last 
known address: 


ABAGIS, Kenneth, Live Oak, Florida (Military) 
ALBANI, Guardo Medolago, Miami, Florida 
ARONS, Edward, Miami, Florida (Milicary) 
AVERY, Martin F., Jr., Miami, Florida 

BAKER, Alfred N., Washington, D. C. 
BARKSTROM, LeRoy, Miami, Florida 

BIEN, Maxwell R., Orlando, Florida 

BLAKER, Leon A., Miami, Florida 

BOYLE, William Kent, Miami, Florida 

BROWN, David A., Miami, Florida 

CISCO, B. R., Miami, Florida 

CLINE, O. B., Jr., Miami, Florida 

COHEN, Jay I., Miami Beach, Florida 
COOPERMAN, Harold, Jacksonville, Florida 
COURSHON, S. J., Waltham, Massachusetts 
CRABTREE, David E., St. Petersburg, Fla. (Military) 
DALZEL, Robert Duff, Jr., Coral Gables, Florida 


DOUGHERTY, William Edgar, Jr., Coral Gables, Fla. 


DYSON, James H., Fort Hood, Texas (Military) 
EARLE, David M., Miami, Florida 

GEISSLER, Harry Conrad, Washington, D. C. 
GORDON, Marvene, Cocoa, Florida (Military) 
HALL, Robert, St. Petersburg, Florida 
HARDING, Julia A., Jacksonville, Florida 
JACKSON, Clyde J., Jr., Miami, Florida 
JOSEPH, Howard E., Batavia, Ohio 
KAUFMAN, David, Miami, Florida 

KIEHL, O. B., Jr., Miami, Florida (Military) 
KOESBY, Sheldon F., Decatur, Georgia 

KOUT, Norman, Jackson, Michigan 
LAMBETH, Douglas S., Nashville, Tennessee 
LEE, J. L., Jacksonville, Florida 

LEMMON, William J., Miami, Florida 
MARING, Donald W., Miami, Florida 
MESTREZAT, S. Errol, Miami, Florida 
MIRANDA-CARDENAS, Alfonso, Miami, Florida 
MORROW, William Howell, Jr., Miami, Florida 
MULDOWNEY, John Bernard, Hialeah, Florida 
McCALL, J. F., Perry, Florida 

McPHERSON, Guy A., Blountstown, Florida 
NELSON, Suzanne R., Miami, Florida 

POST, John S., Hialeah, Florida 
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Tax Law Notes 


INTRODUCTION: To help the gen- 
eral practitioner cope with the tax 
problems that are always cropping up 
in his practice is the primary purpose 
of this section in The Florida Bar 
Journal. 


The reader may expect to find here 
each month: 


1. A check list guide to some of the 
tax problems found in a phase of gen- 
eral practice; 

2. New developments in tax law; 

3. Help in solving tax problems; and 

4. News of general interest about 
the activities of the Tax Section of 
The Florida Bar. 

Footnotes are not used but an oc- 
casional abbreviated citation may be 
thrown in to help the practitioner get 
deeper into the problem. 


* * * 


CAUTION WHEN USING MARI- 
TAL DEDUCTION CLAUSE: C. B. 
Kniskern, Jr., Miami, chairman of the 
Estate and Gift Tax Committee of the 
Tax Section, cautions use of the 
“formula” marital deduction will clause 
where the surviving spouse and heirs 
are hostile. 


He points out that litigation might 
arise because of such hostility where 
the will provides for the surviving 
spouse’s share in terms of the “ad- 
justed gross estate.” The Internal 
Revenue Service interprets the term 
“adjusted gross estate” to be the gross 
estate less those deductions specified 
by the statute which are actually al- 
lowed (as distinguished from “allow- 
able’) in computing the estate tax li- 
ability of the estate. 

The problem arises because the In- 
ternal Revenue Code allows the execu- 
tor to claim certain administration ex- 
penses as deductions either for estate 
tax purposes or income tax purposes, 
but not for both. 


Prepared for The Florida Bar by the Committee on 
Public Information of the Tax Section. 
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If the executor claims these expenses 
for income tax purposes, they are not 
“allowed” for estate tax purposes and 
he thereby increases the “adjusted 
gross estate.” Accordingly, under a 
formula-type marital deduction clause, 
by claiming the deductions for income 
tax purposes, he has increased the sur- 
viving spouse’s share of the estate. 
Conversely, if he claims these expenses 
for estate tax purposes, he decreases 
both the “adjusted gross estate” and the 
surviving spouse’s share. 


* * * 


TAX PAMPHLETS FOR THE 
FLORIDA BAR: Pamphlets dealing 
with various aspects of tax law will 
be published this year by the Tax Sec- 
tion for members of The Florida Bar, 
according to Lucius A. Buck, Jackson- 
ville, chairman of the Section. 

The pamphlets, which will be simi- 
lar to Practicing Law Institute mono- 
graphs, will be sold at cost to Florida 
lawyers at the 1956 Bar Convention. 
Each will contain between 50 and 100 
pages. 

Preparation and publication of the 
pamphlets as a service to The Florida 
Bar was adopted as the 1955-56 work 
program of the Tax Section by the Sec- 
tion’s Executive Council during its 
organizational meeting April 2 at Mi- 
ami Beach. 


* * * 


SUBSTITUTE FOR “THIN” COR- 
PORATION: A method to obtain the 
advantages without the pitfalls of a 
“thin” corporation is offered by Jerry 
M. Lindzon, Miami, chairman of the 
Tax Section’s Committee on Income 
Taxation of Partnerships. 


He points out that in forming closely 
held corporations they frequently are 
organized with a small amount of paid- 
in capital, for which stock is issued, 
and a large amount of debt, repre- 
sented by promissory notes or discount 
bonds issued to the stockholders, thus 
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giving rise to the term “thin” corpor- 
ation. 


The purpose of this arrangement is 
to enable the stockholders to withdraw 
funds from the corporation tax free in 
the form of a repayment of principal 
on the loan and to avoid such with- 
drawals from being treated as dividends 
and thus ordinary income to the stock- 
holders. 


Also, under such an arrangement, 
the corporation is entitled to receive 
an interest deduction for interest paid 
on the loans, and if the loans are not 
repaid, the stockholder-creditor is en- 
titled to take an ordinary loss instead 
of the less advantageous capital loss 
deduction. 


The Treasury Department often has 
attacked successfully these “thin” cor- 
porations by classifying the loans as 
contributions to capital instead of bona 
fide debts of the corporation. 


Lindzon’s suggestion is to form a 
joint venture comprised of two or more 
individuals, or two or more individuals 
and a corporation. For example, an in- 
dividual investor might form a joint 
venture with a contractor operating as 
an individual or as a corporation for 
the purpose of a development project. 
The investor finances the joint venture 
and the contractor contributes his ser- 
vices or the services of his controlled 
corporation. 


The investor can receive the principal 
of his loan tax free. Any interest paid 
by the contractor or his corporation 
would be deductible, and, in case of a 
loss, the investor would be entitled to 
an ordinary loss rather than a capital 
loss deduction. 


* * * 


ATTORNEY-ACCOUNTANT RELA- 
TIONSHIPS: Members of the Amer- 
ican Bar Association are urged to read 
the report of the Association’s Com- 
mittee on Professional Relationships in 
the May 1955 issue of the American 
‘Bar Association Journal and to send 
your comments and suggestions to 
George W. Ericksen, P. O. Box 1531, 
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Tampa 1. The suggestions and com- 
ments will be forwarded to the Com- 
mittee on Professional Relationships by 
Ericksen who is chairman of the Tax 
Section’s Committee on Relations with 
Accountants. 


* * * 


COLLAPSIBLE PARTNERSHIP 
LOOPHOLE CLOSED: Under the 1939 
Internal Revenue Code the sale of a 
partnership interest gave rise to capital 
gain or loss to the selling partner ir- 
respective of the nature of the various 
partnership assets. Thus a _ partner 
could convert anticipated ordinary in- 
come from the sale of non-capital assets 
into capital gain by a sale of his part- 
nership interest. 


Even under the 1954 Code the sale 
of a partnership interest will give rise 
generally to capital gain or loss. How- 
ever, Sec. 751 provides in effect that 
the portion of the gain or loss attribu- 
table to unrealized receivables or sub- 
stantially appreciated inventory (see 
the statute for definitions of these 
terms) will be treated as ordinary in- 
come, thereby preventing the conver- 
sion into capital gain. 


* * * 


REAL ESTATE CLOSING CHECK 
LIST: John R. Trinkle, Jr., of the 
Tampa Bar suggests that the following 
income tax problems might be con- 
sidered in a real estate closing. 


1. Who gets to deduct property taxes? 
a. Before 1954 it was the owner at 
the time the lien attached or the 
person personally liable for the 
tax, even if vendor and vendee 
apportioned the tax between 

them. 

b. For 1954 and subsequent years, 
Section 164(D) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1954 allocates 
the deduction between vendor 
and vendee in proportion to the 
number of days of the property 
tax year that each held the prop- 
erty—whether they agree to ap- 
portion or not. 
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c. Rules are given by the cited Code 
section for determining when the 
deduction may be taken. 


2. When is the taxable event in a 
transfer of real estate? This event 
determines in what tax period the 
vendor’s gain or loss is to be re- 
ported and whether the gain or loss 
is long or short term. 


a. Broadly speaking, it is the sale 
or exchange of the property. 


b. Execution of a sales contract is 
not the sale or exchange required 
by the statute. Sec. 1002, IRC 
But accrual-basis taxpayers 
see 14 F 2d 137. 


c. The cash-basis vendor must re- 
ceive consideration which has a 
fair market value before there 
can be a sale. 70 F 2d 843. The 
contract for sale is not such con- 
sideration. 

d. The accrual-basis vendor may 
realize a gain or loss even though 
there has been no receipt of con- 
sideration for the deed until a 
date after the transfer of title. 


e. Receipt of deposit or “earnest 
money” is not such an event. 65 
F 2d 911. 


f. Use of an escrow will not post- 
pone the sale unless the transac- 
tion is truly conditional. The 
sale is determined to be at the 
time the last restriction of the 
escrow agreement is_ satisfied, 
whether or not the deed and con- 
sideration are ever delivered. 115 
F 2d 647. 


3. Why not allocate the purchase price 
between depreciable and non-depre- 
ciable properties? 

a. If improvements are subject to 
the allowance for depreciation, 
the vendee must allocate a por- 
tion of his cost to such improve- 
ments as a basis for the depre- 
ciation. The arms-length bar- 
gaining of the parties as ex- 
pressed in the sales contract or 
deed will be persuasive as to the 
portion of the purchase price so 
allocated. 8 F 2d 106. 


b. Where several parcels, or one 
contiguous parcel with several 
parts, is purchased, allocation of 
the purchase price among such 
parcels or parts of parcels may 
be important in determining gain 
or loss on a future sale. 

4. What about expenditures incident to 
the sale? 


a. The general rule is that the costs 
of abstracts and surveys, and 
fees and costs incident to clear- 
ing title by suit or otherwise, 
are capital expenditures and are 
not deductible as expense. One 
effect of this is to reduce the 
taxable amount realized by the 
vendor when he has a gain on 
the sale. 161 F 2d 842. 

5. Can real property assessments be 
deducted? 

a. Yes, where (i) the assessment is 
properly allocable to maintenance 
or interest charges, or (ii) where 
the tax is levied by a special 
taxing district under the circum- 
stances stated in Sec. 164(b)- 
(5) (B), IRC 

b. Under prior law such payments 
had to be added to the cost of 
the property. 


* * 


JOIN THE TAX SECTION: Mem- 
bers of The Florida Bar who wish to 
participate in the activities of the Tax 
Section and to receive the quarterly 
Bulletin of the Section may do so by 
making application to William R. Fra- 
zier, Secretary-Treasurer, Atlantic Na- 
tional Bank Building, Jacksonville 2. 
Dues are $5 a year. 

*% 


EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEET- 
ING: A meeting of the Executive 
Council of the Tax Section has been 
called for June 18 at Ellinor Village, 
Daytona Beach, by Lucius A. Buck, 
Jacksonville, chairman of the Section. 

The work program of the 11 stand- 
ing committees and two special com- 
mittees will be reviewed, revised if 
necessary, and formally adopted at the 
meeting. 
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| Its New [ Just off our presses |- - 


Complete [ Every Florida Citation |- - 


Compact [ Two Permanent Bound Volumes |- - 


| 
The new 1955 edition of 


SHEPARD’S 
FLORIDA CITATIONS 


containing hundreds of thousands of 
citations to the cases and statutes of 
Florida right up to the present time 

. it’s crammed with new features 
especially designed for the research 
needs of the modern Florida law of- 
fice. . . always up to date at a nomi- 
nal charge with SHEPARD’S famous 
red cumulative supplements. 
It’s a must for the Florida lawyer and 
it’s ready to be used TODAY. For 
complete details, write to 


Shepard’s Citations 
Colorado Springs 
Colorado 
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REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE FIRST 
FLORIDA TRAFFIC COURT CONFERENCE 


This Committee was formed by virtue 
of the Board of Governors of The 
Florida Bar having approved a re- 
quest that a Traffic Court Conference 
be held in the State of Florida in the 
early part of 1955. The Chairman of 
this Committee, who appeared before 
the Board of Governors on that occa- 
sion, advised the Board that the 
Special Committee on Traffic Court 
Program of the American Bar Asso- 
ciation had authorized this request. 
It was recommended by the Board 
that the General Extension Division 
of Florida assist in the conducting 
of the Conference. 

In view of the fact that the Board of 
Governors authorized the Conference, 
President Davis appointed the un- 
dersigned Committee, to be known as 
the Special Committee on the Traffic 
Court Conference. The Committee 
proceeded with its duties with a 
prayer, rather than with any set plan. 
Your Committee is happy to report 
that the prayer was answered. 


1. ATTENDANCE 

It was hoped that an attendance of 
between seventy-five and one hun- 
dred could be obtained, and an atten- 
dance of fifty would be considered 
favorably, by virtue of the fact that 
this was the first such Conference 
ever held in the State of Florida. The 
Committee is proud to report that the 
total attendance was one hundred 
forty-one, plus fifty students. Fur- 
thermore, your Committee directs 
your attention to the fact that of the 
one hundred ninety-one in attendance, 
fifty-nine were Judges of various 
Courts in Florida, including a Justice 
of the Supreme Court, Judges of the 
Circuit Court, County Courts, Civil 
and Criminal Courts of Record, Mu- 
nicipal courts and Justices of the 
Peace. Attached hereto is a registra- 
tion list, setting forth the names 
of all who were in attendance. As will 
be seen from this list, officials of 
nearly every branch of the State Gov- 
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ernment dealing with traffic and en- 
forcement were represented among 
them, being County Solicitors, Prose- 
cutors, Sheriffs, Florida Highway Pa- 
trolmen, Chiefs of Police, Clerks of 
Court, representatives of the Depart- 
ment of Public Safety, Professors of 
Law, Juvenile Counselors, Probation 
Officers, Councilmen of various Cities 
and Municipalities, Mayors, represen- 
tatives of the Press and Radio, Crimin- 
ologists and representatives of the 
American Bar Association. 


2. TOPICS DISCUSSED 

Attached hereto is a program, and it 
will be noted that special sessions took 
place from 9:00 P. M. to 5:00 P. M. on 
March 3rd, 4th and 5th, inclusive, at 
the Law School Auditorium of the 
University of Florida. The major por- 
tion of the Conference was devoted 
to traffic courts, and among the topics 
discussed was the importance of traf- 
fic courts, traffic safety, traffic law 
enforcement, rules of evidence and 
criminal law applicable to traffic 
court cases; the juvenile traffic of- 
fender; discussion of uniform vehicle 
code and model traffic ordinance; 
laws of arrest and use of complaints; 
sound policies of penalization; the 
desirability of adopting the uniform 
traffic ticket and complaint; medical, 
scientific and legal aspects of tests 
in connection with charges of driving 
while under the influence of intoxi- 
cants; driver license controls; field 
demonstrations concerning skid marks 
and use of radar; and traffic court 
procedures. 


3. EVALUATION OF 
CONFERENCE 


It is the belief of this Committee that 
the success of the Conference can 
best be measured by the desire of all 
those in attendance that similar Con- 
ferences be conducted annually by 
The Florida Bar. Your Chairman is 
happy to report that Honorable Dar- 
rey A. Davis discussed the matter 
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Participating in Florida’s first Traffic Court Conference, at the University 
of Florida were: First row, (l. to r.) James P. Economos, Director, Traffic Court 
Program, The American Bar Association, Chicago, Illinois; Henry A. Fenn, 
Dean, College of Law, University of Florida; Harry C. Duncan, President, 8th 
Judicial Circuit Bar Association, Gainesville; Darrey A. Davis, President, The 
Florida Bar, Miami Beach; Elwyn Thomas, Justice, The Supreme Court of 
Florida; D. R. Smith, Chairman, Governor’s Highway Safety Committee and 
Marion County Judge; Edward C. Fisher, Associate Counsel, The Traffic Insti- 
tute, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois. Second row, (l. to r.) Harry 
Arthur Greenberg, Municipal Judge of Surfside, Miami Beach; J. Lance Lazon- 
by, Chairman, Legal Institutes Committee, The Florida Bar, Gainesville; J. 
Robert McClure, First Assistant Attorney General of Florida, Tallahassee; 
Col. H. N. Kirkman, Director, Department of Public Safety, Florida, Tallahas- 
see; Captain C. E. Taylor, Commander, Troop B., Florida Highway Patrol, Lake 
City; Ray H. Pearson, Judge, Court of Crimes, Dade County, Miami; Marvin 
Holloway, Manager, Tampa Motor Club, Tampa; Captain C. G. Robinson, 


Police Department, St. Petersburg; Laurence D. Childs, Associate Municipal 


Judge, St. Petersburg. 


with Honorable Donald K. Carroll, 
President Elect of The Florida Bar, 
who in turn has established a new 
committee, to be known as the Com- 
mittee on Traffic Courts and Safety. 
The Committee calls attention to the 
importance of training Judges in con- 
nection with their duties and respon- 
sibilities pertaining to cases involving 
traffic. We, as lawyers, spend many 
years preparing ourselves in an at- 
tempt to become learned in the law, 
but no thought whatsoever has been 
given in the past to have jurists 
trained in how to be Judges. This is 
especially true in cases involving 
traffic (which is a field unto itself), 
since most of these cases arise in the 
so-called lower courts. These courts 
are given various names such as Mu- 
nicipal Courts, Traffic Courts, Police 
.Courts, etc. Many of the people ap- 
pointed to sit as Judges in these 
Courts are appointed for political 
reasons, with little or no attention 
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given to their qualifications. That be- 
ing the case, it becomes more impor- 
tant to make certain that they receive 
some training to qualify them to sit 
in judgment, especially since the vast 
majority of our public appear in such 
Courts, in comparison to the percent- 
age of the public that appear before 
higher Courts. By conducting such 
Conferences the Judges of these lower 
Courts can at least obtain the bene- 
fit of the knowledge of experts in the 
field and learn from the experience 
of Judges who have heard such cases 
for many years. 

It was proved at this Conference from 
some of the discussions that were 
had, that education along these lines 
was vitally needed. The Committee 
feels certain that in succeeding years 
whatever flaws were apparent in the 
first Conference will be ironed out, 
and future Conferences will prove 
extremely beneficial not only to the 
Judges, but to the public at large. 
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4. DUTY OF THE FLORIDA BAR 
TO THE PUBLIC RE: 
TRAFFIC AND SAFETY 


In the past The Florida Bar has done 
little or nothing to assist the public 
in connection with the perplexing 
problem of traffic and safety. With 
the formation of this Special Com- 
mittee and the conducting of this 
Conference, steps have now _ been 
taken by The Florida Bar to be of 
assistance to the public in this field, 
and to attempt to reduce the horri- 
fying and increasing number of deaths 
and accidents in our cities and on our 
highways resulting from traffic ac- 
cidents. 


Statistics showed that 1,709,000 dri- 
vers’ licenses were issued in the State 
of Florida in 1954, and it was esti- 
mated that approximately 2,000,000 
drivers’ licenses will be issued in 1955. 
988 persons were killed in Florida 
in 1954 due to motor vehicles and 
20,000 were injured. 58,129,000 motor 
vehicles were operated upon the high- 
ways in this country in 1954. In the 
United States 71,000,000 people were 
licensed motor vehicle operators. Sta- 
tistics further proved that through- 
out the United States 9,913,000 acci- 
dents occurred in the year 1953. When 
we stop to analyze these figures, it 
is obvious that this problem should 
take precedence over all others from 
a national, state and local viewpoint. 
Violations of laws are involved in 
all of these cases, and where such a 
situation exists, this Committee feels 
that it is the duty of the Bar Asso- 
ciation to aid in the enforcement of 
the laws. One of the best methods of 
enforcement is by means of educa- 
tion. The Florida Bar is the logical 
choice to assume the leadership in 
this field. It is suggested that not 
only Judges and enforcement officials 
participate in this program, but all 
attorneys should offer their assist- 
ance in this program. Our very lives 
are at stake. Speakers should be as- 
signed to various civic organizations 
to speak on this problem and educate 
the public on the dangers involved. 
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Our children are being killed and 
maimed because of lack of proper 
enforcement of our traffic laws, and 
no plan has been evolved by the au- 
thorities to assist in the education of 
our youngsters concerning safety 
practices on the streets. 

This leads to a discussion of a plan 
for the education of children which 
the Chairman of this Committee dis- 
cussed at the Conference, and at- 
tached hereto is a report requested 
by President Davis of this plan. 


5. SAFETY AND COURTESY 
COURT PLAN FOR 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 

A complete analysis of the plan for 
education of children in the elemen- 
tary schools, formulated by the Chair- 
man of this Committee, is attached 
hereto, but a brief analysis of the 
plan is as follows: 
Each local Bar Association to set up 
a Safety and Courtesy Court in the 
elementary schools in the towns 
where the Bar Association is situated, 
under the guidance of the Municipal 
Judges in that area; the personnel of 
the court to be chosen from among 
the children, to include Judges, Prose- 
cuting and Defense Attorneys, Jurors, 
Court Clerks, etc.; the Safety Patrols 
of each school to act as enforcement 
ofifcers; forms to be prepared similar 
to those used in the Courts (copies of 
the forms used by your Chairman are 
attached to the Safety and Courtesy 
Court report); punishments for vio- 
lations to be formulated by the teach- 
ers of the school under the leader- 
ship of the school Safety Patrol Di- 
rector; bicycle licenses to the stu- 
dents to be issued similar to drivers’ 
licenses; certificates of merit to be 
awarded to children who obey safety 
and traffic rules. 

Sponsorship of these safety and 

courtesy courts could be undertaken 

by civic organizations such as Opti- 
mist Clubs, Kiwanis, Rotary, Cham- 
bers of Commerce and Junior Cham- 
bers of Commerce, Lions and other 
similar civic organizations. In this 
way not only is the educational pro- 
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TRAFFIC COURT CONFERENCE: (I. to 
r.) Captain C. G. Robinson, Division of 
Police, St. Petersburg; James P. Economos, 
Director, Traffic Court Program, Ameri- 
can Bar Association, Chicago; W. D. Joiner, 
Chief of Police, Gainesville; Wade Hamp- 
ton, Municipal Judge, Gainesville; John 
E. Miklos, Conference Coordinator, Gen- 
eral Extension Division of Florida, Gaines- 
ville. 


gram participated in by the children, 
but also by the adults. The children 
grow up with a knowledge of safety 
and courtesy rules involving motor 
vehicles and traffic. They will retain 
this knowledge when they become 
adults, and become better drivers. 


6. CONCLUSION 

It is suggested that this program be- 
come a permanent program of The 
Florida Bar. No one can value human 
life, and it was proved by this first 
Conference that the monetary cost to 
The Florida Bar was very nominal. 
This program is valuable not only to 
the attorneys and Judges who have 
repeatedly complained in the past 
about the lack of uniformity of pro- 
cedures in the Municipal Courts, but 
also to the public to whom the Bar 
owes a duty, since it would aid in 
uniformity of penalization and would 
raise the dignity and statute of the 
so-called lower Courts. More impor- 
tant, The Florida Bar, by this pro- 
gram, would be of immeasurable as- 
sistance in attempting to save human 
lives and property, and would render 
a much needed public service. 
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Making the Record* 


This article has been written for the 
following groups and purposes: 


[1] THE BENCH: To direct attention 
to and create understanding of the 
functions and problems of the court re- 
porter, so that the influence and pre- 
cept of presiding officers in all courts 
may be exerted toward the utmost pro- 
tection of the rights of litigants as 
affected by the record. 


[2] THE Bar: To impress upon at- 
torneys the value of thoughtful coopera- 
tion between attorney and reporter, the 
need for a better understanding of the 
functioning of the court reporter; to 
explain how the bar may cooperate in 
securing accurate records of trials, 
keeping in mind that the attorney, not 
the reporter, controls the record; and 
to reduce cost of litigation. 


[3] LAW SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS: 
To start the young attorney upon the 
right path in making the record. 


[4] GENERALLY: To acquaint the 
bench and the bar with the desire of 
the National Shorthand Reporters As- 
sociation and its members to cooperate 
fully with Court and counsel in the 
preparation of court records. 


* 


OME YEARS AGO former Chief Judge 

Frederick E. Crane of the New 
York Court of Appeals commented as 
follows upon the ability of attorneys 
to express themselves: 


“It is surprising how few law- 
yers are able to think clearly and 
talk plainly. Many are the learned 
men of rank and standing in the 
profession who are unable to state 
in sequence the simplest facts of 
the case. To tell the story of what 
happened is either beneath them or 
beyond them, and yet this is the 
principal part of oral argument.” 


*Reprinted by permission of the National 
Shorthand Reporters Association. 
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From the other end of the country 
Judge Malcolm Douglas of the Superior 
Court of Seattle, Washington, said this: 


“Cultivate the use of good Eng- 
lish. Nothing more quickly arrests 
the attention or captures the in- 
terest of judge and jury than a 
straightforward argument ex- 
pressed in clear, simple, and classic 
English.” 


In making these observations neither 
jurist had in mind the court reporter, 
whose trained and attentive ear even 
more readily notes the shortcomings of 
attorneys in the use of English. What, 
then, it may well be asked, impels 
judges and reporters to make pointed 
comment on the inability of attorneys 
to express themselves precisely and 
comprehensibly ? 

The accelerated tempo of modern life 
is in some measure responsible for this 
condition. Older members of the bar 
will recall the meticulous care with 
which papers were drawn; the scrupu- 
lous deference to Court, opposing coun- 
sel, and witnesses at the trial; the de- 
liberateness and scholarliness of utter- 
ance which characterized the barrister 
of former years. 


Congestion in the courts, pressure of 
economic necessity, and the nervous 
haste of modern-day life have apparent- 
ly changed all this. Higher academic 
requirements for admission to the bar 
have not resulted in greater culture, nor 
in improved ability to express thoughts 
through the medium of language. 
Chopped enunciation, ragged sentences, 
slurred words, and poor grammatical 
construction are so commonplace today 
that the clear and precise user of the 
English tongue is the marked exception 
that arouses the reporter’s wonderment 
and gratification. This is to say noth- 
ing of the difficulty experienced by 
many lawyers in presenting fact and 
argument with logic and cohesion. 


Attorneys are ever mindful of the 
effect of their courtroom methods upon 
juries. Many fail to appreciate, how- 
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Above, at left, are Quentin T. El- 
dred of Miami, Chairman of The 
Florida Bar Committee on Legal Aid, 
William Reece Smith, of Tampa, and 
Allen Anderson of St. Petersburg. All 
were panelists in a legal aid discus- 
sion conducted as a part of the pro- 
gram of the American Law Students 
Association of the Fifth Judicial Cir- 
cuit convention in the new Stetson 
University Law School in St. Peters- 


urg. 

Smith talked on the general history 
of the legal aid and its development. 
Anderson discussed the problems and 
progress of legal aid in St. Petersburg, 
and Eldred described the program 
carried on by the Dade County Bar 
Association. Stressed were opportun- 
ities for cooperation between the law 
schools and the local bar associations 
in the field of legal aid. 


ever, that indistinct speech, poor selec- 
tion of words, a false start, slovenly 
enunciation, and a harsh, rasping, mo- 
notonous, or an uncultivated delivery 
create an unfavorable impression upon 
those sought to be influenced. To that 
extent carelessness of speech may re- 
sult in distinct disservice to the client. 

Upon these considerations, and per- 
haps more fundamental, lie the reli- 
ance placed by bench and bar upon the 
ability of him who is called upon to 
record the utterances of Court, counsel, 
and witness often at extreme speed and 
almost invariably with entire disregard 
of his presence by Court and counsel. 

Yet upon “the silent man”—the court 
reporter—rests a grave responsibility: 
the protection of life, liberty, and prop- 
erty through the sanctity of the record. 
Were it not for his trained ability, 
courts could not function with the 
celerity demanded by the present-day 
volume of litigation. 
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The responsibility of making the 
record devolves upon counsel under the 
supervision of the Court. The duty of 
keeping the record so made rests upon 
the reporter. The reporter is entirely 
disinterested in the record per se; it is 
made through him for the convenience 
of Court, counsel, and reviewing bodies. 
Were the reporter an automatic record- 
ing device, unendowed with human in- 
telligence, the record in many instances 
would be unintelligible to those who 
make it and depend upon it for the pro- 
tection of life, liberty, and property 
interests. 

Through the exercise of his brain the 
reporter is able to translate the verbal 
jumbles of all types of speakers into 
terms of ponderability. Through the 
use of intelligence, supplemented by 
experience, he is able to keep the record 
the very fact that a record is being 
straight when others are oblivious of 
made. 
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Bearing in mind the importance of 
the finished record to Court, counsel, 
and parties-litigant, it would seem self- 
evident that those concerned in using 
the record should exercise the greatest 
degree of care in its making. The 
nationwide experience of reporters over 
many years leads to the inescapable con- 
clusion, however, that exactly the op- 
posite is too often the case. 

The curricula of our law schools 
rarely emphasize the factors which go 
to the proper making of the record. In 
many parts of the country bar associa- 
tions conduct lectures for the benefit of 
attorneys, but these lectures cover al- 
most every subject except that which 
is embraced herein. 

It is to be hoped that the bar is in- 
terested in this subject to the extent of 
considering the factors discussed in the 
course of this article and endeavoring 
to carry them into practice. 


Objectivity of Court and Counsel 


The legal participants in the trial of 
an action should never lose sight of the 
fact that their utterances are being re- 
corded. Early training in this respect 
is invaluable, for habits ingrained at 
the outset will usually persist, often 
subconsciously. 

Consciousness of the record and its 
importance will impel clarity of thought 
and speech, and thereby promote ac- 
curacy and readability in the transcript. 

Observance of the old adage of think- 
ing before speaking will slacken speed 
to the point where words will be used 
correctly, false starts avoided, and no 
one will remain in doubt as to the 
meaning or intent of the language used. 

Awareness of the record will also re- 
sult in the elimination of duplication of 
statement and repetition of questions 
previously put. This will effect a more 
orderly and logical presentation of evi- 
dence or argument, with consequent 
reduction in cost of transcript, hence, 
reduction in cost of litigation. 


Objectivity of counsel must also ex- 
tend to the witness. The ordinary wit- 
ness in a lawsuit cannot be expected to 
possess the same degree of poise, intel- 
ligence, and orientation as Court and 
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counsel. Difficulties encountered by re- 
porters with witnesses, resulting from 
the latter’s nervousness, desire to tell 
the whole story in one breath, language 
peculiarities and defects, make it neces- 
sary for counsel to adjust trial methods 
and tactics to the exigencies of the 
occasion, bearing in mind that failure 
to do this places a greater burden upon 
the reporter and his ability to record 
and transcribe. These difficulties are 
accentuated in the case of the unlet- 
tered and the foreign witness. 


Modes of Speech 


Between the resonant utterances of 
the gifted orator and the almost in- 
audible mumblings of the incoherent 
witness lies a wide range of speech 
mannerisms and peculiarities. To the 
reporter in the North, for example, the 
liquid speech of a Southern attorney is 
sometimes difficult to understand. 
Rhetorical speakers often rise to 
heights of forensic eloquence, suddenly 
to descend to a whispered, inaudible 
completion of the thought cycle. Some 
attorneys in their fervor will lean 
across the jury-box to convey, the more 
intimately and confidentially as it were, 
the impress of their personality; others 
will from time to time turn their backs 
upon Court, witness, jury, and reporter 
addressing their remarks to the op- 
posite wall; while still others require 
the stimulus of ambulation to perfect 
their thoughts. 


The accents of foreign witnesses, the 
use of solecisms and colloquialisms, the 
swallowing of words, the incorrect 
choice of language, the elision of ma- 
terial words, and generally the use of 
unclear, inaudible, and even blatant 
speech, all necessitate a distinct and in- 
dependent mental operation on the part 
of the reporter in transmuting the 
sound heard into words conveying some 
degree of intelligibility. 


In general, nothing is more upsetting 
to the reporter’s mental equilibrium 
than inability to hear distinctly each 
word uttered, necessitating guessing at 
intervening words and _ wondering 
whether the guess is correct while the 
flood of speech goes on and on. 
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The acoustics of the courtroom Is a 
factor of importance in this respect. 
Statements of counsel standing directly 
before the bench, uttered in confiden- 
tial tones to the presiding officer, may 
fail to reach the ears of the reporter 
with sufficient clarity to permit ready 
recording. Extraneous sounds, such as 
coughs and sneezes, commotion outside 
the courtroom, traffic noises, backfires, 
horns, whistles, sirens, bands, and the 
like all affect the ability of the reporter 
to hear distinctly. 

It is perhaps more important that 
the reporter hear correctly than the 
judge, for the reporter can then repeat 
from his notes remarks unheard by the 
Court or counsel. 


Echoing 


One of the most annoying practices 
of unskilled lawyers is what reporters 
call “echoing”; that is, repeating the 
answers of witnesses while mentally 
attempting to frame the succeeding 
question. 

Since the reporter is called upon to 
render a verbatim transcript of wit- 
nesses’ testimony, the response of the 
witness to the repeated question must 
be recorded, thus creating an unneces- 
sary duplication, distracting to the 
reporter, time-wasting to the judge 
or reviewing body, and expensive to 
litigants. 

It should be noted, however, that 
repetition at times can serve a useful 
function in clarifying the responses of 
the unintelligible witness whose inar- 
ticulate or heavily-accented mumblings 
can not be understood by Court, jury, 
or reporter but can be understood by 
the lawyer because of his familiarity 
with the case. 

Overlapping 

Much time wasting, confusion, ex- 
pense, and inaccuracy may be avoided 
if the lawyer will divest himself of the 
idea that the reporter is a worker of 
miracles. Often in heated cross-exami- 
nation both lawyer and witness will be 
speaking at the same time, with oppos- 
ing counsel objecting; and when it is 
considered that all three may well be 
speaking at the rate of three or four 
or more words each second, it ought 
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to be quite apparent that a verbatim 
record under such circumstances would 
indeed be a miracle. , 

The reporter is mindful of the fact 
that in jury trials it is often necessary 
to shut off a witness about to give in- 
admissible testimony, but this does not 
exculpate the attorny constantly guilty 
of the practice of interrupting the 
Court or his opponent. The transcript 
in such cases may be replete with 
broken statements. 

All too often at just such a spot, 
when the lawyer has drowned out the 
answer by another question which the 
witness did not hear because he too was 
talking, will come the demand: “Read 
the question, Mr. Reporter.” Reading 
back is an entirely different process 
from writing; the abrupt transition 
from one to the other throws the re- 
porter off-stride, and often before the 
reading is finished the lawyer or the 
witness is off again and the reporter is 
further handicapped in his writing. 
Obviously, such procedure does not pro- 
mote accuracy; and just as obviously, 
it piles up unnecessary costs. The re- 
porter is not a worker of miracles. The 
duty to report presupposes the right 
to hear; what he can not understand 
he can not record. 


Names 


Many proper names sound alike. 
Hoffman, Coffman, Laughlin, Coffran, 
and Cochran sound so similar that they 
are apt to be confused by the reporter. 
It often happens, by coincidence, that 
two names of similar sound will occur 
in the same case, such as Hyman and 
Herman, Corcoran and Cochrane. 

Proper names should either be spelled 
out or else enunciated so slowly and 
clearly that there can be no doubt. 
Reporters are dealing with names day 
in and out: names of witnesses, names 
of counsel, names of securities, names 
of towns, names of corporations and 
casual names mentioned in testimony. 
They are familiar with all common 
names and variations in spelling. When 
a reporter asks how to spell the name 
of Mr. White, do not regard him quiz- 
zically; he is merely striving for ac- 
curacy in the record. The name can 
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be spelled variously 
Whyte, Wite,” and it may be “Wyatt.” 
Names such as Przybylowicz, Gburczyk 
or Joswoskoski certainly require spell- 
ing if anything is to be made of the 
usual attempted pronunciation of those 
tongue-twisters. 


“Weit, White, 


Figures and Letters 


When an attorney says “forty-one-o- 
six,” the reporter must hesitate mo- 
mentarily, and sometimes stop the pro- 
ceedings, to ascertain whether counsel 
means $41.06, $4,106.00 or $40,106.00, 
with or without the dollar sign. Simi- 
larly, “two-twenty” may refer to an 
amount, a street number, cubic centi- 
meters, two-decimal-twenty or twenty 
minutes past two. In reading numbers 
of insurance policies some attorneys 
become hopelessly mixed by trying to 
give the millions, thousands, and hun- 
dreds of the digits, whereas the simple 
procedure of saying “policy number one- 
eight-seven-four-three - nine - two” en- 
ables the reporter to record without 
mental perturbation. “October thirty- 
one” may be either “October 31st” or 
“October, 1931.” 

The practice of using letters to in- 
dicate boundary-points practically pre- 
cludes accuracy accompanied by the 
squandering of much time and many 
pages of explanations that would be 
needless were numerals used instead. 
The typical question, “Tell the jury 
how that boundary is designated on the 
trial map,” may bring the answer, if 
letters are used, “From B to AJ to HA, 
thence to P, D and T, and back to B.” 
Consider the similarity of sound when 
poorly pronounced of the letters B-C-D- 
P-V or M-N, and the doubt and uncer- 
tainty left by such confusion. Numer- 
als are much more quickly and surely 
understood in speech. 


Exhibits 


Carelessness of counsel in referring 
to exhibits is quite prevalent. Refer- 
ence to “Exhibit No. 2” may mean 
either plaintiff’s or defendant’s if ex- 
hibits on both sides are numbered. 
Some reporters try to obviate possible 
confusion by lettering one group and 
numbering the other, but in lengthy 
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cases it becomes even more confusing 
to refer to Exhibit AAAAA. 

The reporter who is required to mark 
exhibits in court or depositions should 
be given sufficient time to mark and 
index before the next question is asked 
or the next step taken. 

When the character of the exhibit is 
such that it is withdrawn or substi- 
tuted by a photostatic or a verified 
copy, the record should so note. 

In making offer of an exhibit coun- 
sel should identify it briefly; e.g., “I 
offer in evidence letter dated Febru- 
ary 10, 1943, from A. B. Jones to R. H. 
Smith.” It often happens that two or 
more letters may bear the same date. 
Reference to them by date alone may not 
entirely clarify the record. Reference 
in succeeding questions to “this letter’ 
or “that paper,” without adequate iden- 
tification, makes the record meaningless. 


Indications 


Such expressions as “over to about 
here,” “about that long,” “he had a 
bruise right here as big as that, and 
another over there, but not quite so 
large,” become entirely meaningless 
when read in the typed record. The 
reporter is not permitted to draw a 
conclusion from a witnesses’ gestures. 
The record must be clarified by Court 
or counsel. If the witness nods his 
head or lifts an eyebrow in answer to 
a question, the notation “witness nods” 
or “no audible answer” will appear in 
the record in the absence of insistence 
upon a spoken answer, and here again 
it should be remembered that the lawyer 
controls the record. 


Objections 


The succinct statement of objections 
on the record makes it possible for the 
Court to rule promptly. Judges prefer 
this practice. Counsel will often argue 
the merits of an offer or a question 
without actually objecting. 

In those jurisdictions where it is 
necessary to take exceptions, they 
should be stated audibly, not sotto voce. 


“Off the Record” 


The reporter is often in a quandary 
about recording conversation between 
counsel at the bar. Oftentimes he hears 
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a muttered “conceded” or “I will agree 
to that” without having heard anything 
more than the sound of a whispered 
conversation, which he assumes has 
been the subject matter of the conces- 
sion desired. Counsel undoubtedly ex- 
pect the reporter to note the conces- 
sion, but what it relates to may forever 
remain a mystery, unless counsel make 
certain to state the concession or 
stipulation clearly on the record. 


Again, counsel will say “off the rec- 
ord,” the signal for the reporter to stop 
writing. Discussion continues apace 
until, after several minutes, counsel 
becomes aware that something of im- 
portance to him is not being recorded. 


The resulting dismay of counsel 
could easily be obviated by a word to 
the reporter: “I want this on the rec- 
ord,” or even a sign of the hand to the 
guardian of the record that recording 
should be resumed. 


Other than by the phrase “Discussion 
off the Record” which the reporter is 
compelled in self-protection to indicate 
in his transcript, many hiatuses and 
failures to connect remain unexplained. 


Glossaries 


In cases involving abstruse termi- 
nology, trade names, or foreign names 
(technical, patent, international litiga- 
tion), the trial of a lengthy action will 
be facilitated if in the course of prepa- 
ration a glossary of unusual terms is 
prepared and handed to the reporter at 
the outset. This will enable the reporter 
to become acquainted with the words, 
names, spelling, etc., and will forestall 
interruption during the progress of the 
trial. 


Quotstions 


It is an axiom among reporters that 
no one reads accurately from printed 
or typewritten manuscript. Many are 
the hours spent by reporters after court 
is closed in verifying excerpts from 
cases cited in the course of trial or 
argument. Often this delay can be 
avoided and preparation of the tran- 
script expedited by furnishing the re- 
porter an extra copy of the citation 
quoted, the examination from which 
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testimony may have been read, or the 
brief containing the legal citations. 


At the least, the number of the case 
cited should be stated slowly and clear- 
ly, so that the reporter may, if need 
be, refer to the case to check the name 
or quotation or both. 


In reading testimony into the record, 
counsel should always read the words 
“Question” and “Answer.” 


In general, quotations should be read 
slowly and clearly, with indications of 
punctuation. This is particularly neces- 
sary and important when the reporter 
may have no subsequent access to the 
original source. The beginning and end 
of quoted matter should always be 
indicated by stating “quote” and 
“unquote’”’. 


Foreign Witnesses 


The reporter’s difficulties with for- 
eign witnesses arise principally from 
the fact that, while Court and counsel 
gather the gist of such witnesses’ an- 
swers—the thought conveyed—the re- 
porter is required mentally to break 
down into individual words the thought 
intended. This process takes time. 
When such witnesses talk at breakneck 
speed, as most of them do, the burden 
on the reporter is aggravated when 
counsel pile question on question before 
the answer is fairly out of the mouth 
of the witness. Consideration toward 
this situation, a brief pause between 
answer and question, will result in 
greater facility in recording—a more 
intelligible record. 


While the reporter would prefer in 
many cases to have the foreign witness 
testify through an interpreter, the re- 
quirement that he do so must come 
from the Court. The judge may prefer 
to hear the witness present his story 
in his own way. Considerate regard 
for the reporter in such instances will 
enable him to unravel the language 
used. 


When interrogating a witness through 
an interpreter it should be remembered 
that it is still the witness who is being 
examined, not the interpreter, and the 
questions should be addressed directly 
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to the witness. 
“Ask him to state,” and the interpret- 
er’s response, “He says that,” focuses 
attention upon the interpreter instead 
of the witness, and the record be- 
comes a colloquy between counsel and 
interpreter. 


Counsel’s questions, 


The ear of the reporter becomes at- 
tuned through experience to the speech 
peculiarities of many nationalities, but 
he cannot decipher some of the outpour- 
ings of foreign witnesses without the 
sympathetic cooperation of Court and 
counsel. 


Expert Witnesses 


The expert witness furnishes another 
possible source of needless expense and 
repetition. If he speaks in technical 
language that no lay juror can be ex- 
pected to understand, it results in much 
repetition, explanation, and confusion 
at the expense of the innocent litigant. 
A “pre-trial conference” with the ex- 
pert should convince him that the best 
interests of everybody concerned, in- 
cluding himself, will be served by 
couching his answers in commonly un- 
derstood, homely language as far as 
that is possible. 


Language Faults 


Anyone who listens attentively to the 
individual words of counsel during the 
course of a trial or argument will be 
amazed at the number of misspeakings: 
the use of “plaintiff”? where “defendant” 
is meant, the incorrect reference to 
dates and exhibit numbers, the failure 
to connect a verb to the sentence after 
an intervening qualifying clause, the 
use of a poor or an incorrect word in 
the heat of argument, and so on. 


While the reporter does not claim 
infallibility, errors which counsel in 
reading the transcript often attribute 
to the reporter are actually errors of 
counsel not conscious of the faults 
which creep into rapid-fire speech. 


The reporter is permitted, except in 
jurisdictions where the certified tran- 
script constitutes the bill of exceptions, 
to do a certain amount of judicious edit- 
ing without in any way changing the 
sense. Such editing is confined to cor- 
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recting unintentional language faults 
in unsworn statements of Court and 
counsel. The sworn testimony of wit- 
nesses, is of course, reproduced exactly 
as given. 


Appearances 


It should be the practice of counsel, 
upon commencing the trial of an action, 
to state to the reporter: 


1. The name of the case in which 
he is appearing. 


2. The name of the attorney or 
firm of record. 


3. The individual name or names 
of counsel. 


4. The party represented: plain- 
tiff, defendant, petitioner, etc. 


Reporters often have trouble in se- 
curing the appearances of counsel even 
upon specific request. It is important, 
of course, that the record show who 
actually appeared when the case was 
called. The reporter must also indicate 
in his notes each successive speaker. 


Counsel having a collateral or sub- 
ordinate interest often come into the 
courtroom after the case has com- 
menced. A note of the appearance 
handed to the bailiff or attendant for 
the reporter will always be appreciated 
and will avoid omissions subject to 
possible question later. At the least, 
such counsel on rising should state his 
name and appearance in full for the 
record. 


In some cases as many as ten or 
twenty attorneys may note their ap- 
pearances. It is manifestly impossible 
for the reporter, while recording names 
and other information, to memorize 
them and to identify each speaker as 
he rises. When counsel, one of many, 
rises to address the Court, the mention 
of his name to the reporter is an act 
of thoughtfulness which will facilitate 


progress, avoid guesswork and _ pos- 
sible error, and interruption 
unnecessary. 


Speed and Fatigue 
Reporters would like the legal pro- 
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fession to understand how the factors 
of sustained speed, even under ideal 
conditions, react upon the mental 
functioning of the reporter. 


It cannot be gainsaid that the aver- 
age speed of speech in the courts has 
increased substantially within the last 
thirty years, and in some cases bids 
fair to outrun the power of the brain 
to coordinate with the hand in record- 
ing. The faster the rate of speech, 
the greater the possibility of error of 
brain or hand. Words flashing through 
the air at a speed about 200 words per 
minute may be misheard or miswritten 
the more readily because of the ex- 
treme tax upon the mental resources. 
A speed of 200 words per minute, which 
is the general standard of reporting 
speed, involves the writing of more 
than three words per second. Obvious- 
ly, there is little time for the mind to 
grasp, independently of the recording 
process, the thought being conveyed; 
each word must be written unhesitat- 
ingly as it falls upon the ear. Should 
there be a mental lapse of even a sec- 
ond, the lost words must be made up 
by writing six words the next second, 
or by writing at a sustained higher 
rate of speed until the writer catches 
up with the speaker. 


Nevertheless, reporting verbatim 
speech is far from a mechanical process, 
as many believe. The trained reporter 
follows the sense of all that he records; 
he follows the thread of argument, and 
even enjoys the thrust and parry of 
skilled and learned practitioners; his 
mental faculties are constantly alert to 
the necessities and requirements of a 
comprehensive record. 


The faster the speed and the greater 
the burden placed upon the mind by 
indistinct utterance, the more rapidly 
does fatigue set in, and the greater the 
possibility of error. The runner who 
can dash 100 yards in 10 seconds or less 
cannot sustain that speed in a mile race. 
Nor can the runner in a hurdle or ob- 
stacle race (hurdles and obstacles being 
comparable to the language difficulties 
previously described) approach the 
speed of a runner on the straightaway. 
And so it is with the reporter. 
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The brain and hand usually begin to 
slow up after two or three hours, de- 
pending upon the various factors which 
have been discussed. 


The degree of concentration and co- 
ordination required of the reporter in 
listening to words, recording them ac- 
curately, and following intelligently the 
progress of the trial, is probably not 
exceeded in any other type of work 
known to mankind. It must be borne 
in mind in this connection that the re- 
porter has no control over the pace 
which he is required to follow; he is 
eternally chasing the last elusive word. 

The Court, having consideration for 
the accuracy of the record, will grant 
an occasional recess to the reporter, who 
is often reluctant to interrupt the trial 
to request it even when human frailties 
demand. Under ordinary circumstances 
a working day of 21% or 3 hours in the 
morning and 2 or 2% hours in the af- 
ternoon is a sufficient daily tax upon 
the mental and physical resources of 
any reporter. In such a normal day he 
may write anywhere from 30,000 to 
50,000 words. 


The time-honored story of the tired 
reporter may be apropos at this point. 
After extended argument of a case, 
lasting until about 4:30 p.m., the re- 
porter turned appealingly to the judge, 
stating that he was tired. The Court 
in a spirit of helpfulness turned to 
counsel with this request: “Won’t you 
please speed up? The reporter says he 
is tired.” 


FOR SALE 
First series of the Southern Reporter, 
consisting of 200 Volumes and the 
first 34 Volumes of the Second Series 
for only $395.00, f.o.b., Tallahassee. 
Books in excellent condition and a 
real bargain at this price. 
C. W. GREGORY 
524 East College Avenue 
Tallahassee, Florida 
Phone 2-4271 


They tell me that 


Howell W. Melton of St. Augustine 
has been appointed Acting Chairman of 
the Council of Florida Bar Presidents. 


The May 10 issue of the American 
Bar Association’s “Coordinator”, circu- 
lated to bar leaders throughout the 
country, devoted a page to the opinion 
of The Florida Bar’s Committee on 
Professional Ethics on the subject of 
radio and television appearances. 


The Florida Bar has been requested 
to provide names of attorneys in our 
jurisdiction who understand and write 
German, and who are capable of assist- 
ing in German legal matters. Please 
write to The Florida Bar if interested. 


L. Earl Curry of Miami recently 
marked his 35th anniversary as a Ref- 
eree in Bankruptcy in Miami. Curry 
received his original appointment from 
U. S. Judge R. M. Call of Jacksonville, 
during the administration of President 
Woodrow Wilson. With more than 5,000 
cases behind him, Curry celebrated the 
event by “‘working on more bankruptcy 
cases.” 


Miami Beach attorney George Talia- 
noff was installed as President Elect 
of the Florida Federation of B’nai 
B’rith lodges at the annual convention 
in St. Petersburg late in April. 


The Kissimmee Gazette recently 


featured the legally inclined family of 
Omer S. Thacker, whose three children, 
Lois, Clarence and Russell, all became 
son Clarence 


lawyers. In _ addition, 
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married a lawyer whose father is an 
attorney and whose brother is studying 
law, and lawyer daughter Lois married 
Jacksonville attorney Albert Graessle. 
Mrs. Clarence Thacker’s father, Guss 
Wilder, an attorney in Clearwater, has 
practiced in Florida for over 40 years. 


Lawyers are needed for a new army 
reserve unit activated by the Miami 
Reserve Training Center at Miami In- 
ternational Airport. The 478th Military 
Government Company, recently formed, 
is looking for active reservists and ci- 
vilians who can qualify as a part of 
this specialist group, concerned with 
training officers and men to take con- 
trol of captured areas during war and 
administer civilian affairs. Interested 
persons may contact the Army Reserve 
Training Center, 5600 San Amaro 
Drive, Coral Gables, for information. 


President Eisenhower has tentatively 
accepted an invitation to address the 
78th annual meeting of the American 
Bar Association at Philadelphia in 
August. Earl Warren, Chief Justice of 
the United States, has also accepted an 
invitation to speak on the same program. 


The 1954 statistics of The National 
Legal Aid Association now include a 
more accurate and thorough summary 
of work in Florida, resulting from the 
cooperation extended to the national 
group by local bar association presi- 
dents. The latest summary includes sta- 
tistics for the following Florida cities: 

Bradenton, Clearwater, Ft. Lauder- 
dale, Ft. Pierce, Gainesville, Jackson- 
ville, Lakeland, Miami, Orlando, St. 
Petersburg, Tampa, and West Palm 
Beach. 
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Dr. Wilson K. Doyle, Dean of the School of Public Administration, Florida 
State University, is shown at left with Dr. Paul Van Husen, President of the 
Supreme Administrative Court of the German state of North Rhine/Westphalia, 
and President of the Constitutional Court of the same state. At right are Mr. 
Justice Elwyn Thomas and Mr. Chief Justice E. Harris Drew. 

Judge Van Husen visited America under the auspices of the Foreign Leaders 
Program of the U. S. Department of State to study administrative procedures 
of American courts. While in Florida, he conferred with Judge Thomas on 
the Judicial Council of Florida program, and with Judge Drew on Florida 
Supreme Court procedures. In 1944, Judge Van Husen was sentenced to hard 


labor as a participant in an anti-nazi plot. 


After the war, he served as 


legal consultant to the United States Military Government in Berlin. 


Beverly M. White, University of Mi- 
ami graduate, and Randolph Calhoun, 
former Assistant Attorney General, 
have formed a partnership in Venice. 


Sebring attorney Otis Whitehurst 
has moved to Okeechobee, and plans to 
open offices in the Zelmenovitz build- 
ing. He was formerly county prosecut- 
ing attorney and assistant state attor- 
ney in Highlands county. 


University of Miami graduate Rob- 
ert W. Campbell has become an asso- 
ciate of the Coral Gables firm of Mayes, 
Sutton, Murphy & Russo. Campbell 
was a member of Phi Delta Phi Legal 
Fraternity and served on the Board of 
Editors of the Law Review at the Uni- 
versity of Colorado. 
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University of Florida graduate Nel- 
son M. Harris, Jr., is the newly elected 
President of the Jacksonville Junior 
Chamber of Commerce. Harris is a 
member of the firm of Knight, Wal- 
rath, Kincaid and Young. 


Miami Attorney J. Tillman Pearson 
was appointed Judge of the Dade Coun- 
ty Civil Court of Record recently. He 
received his undergraduate and law 
degrees from the University of Florida. 
His younger brother is Dade County 
Court of Claims Judge Ray Pearson. 


The Miami Herald has recently fea- 
tured two University of Miami Law 


students going to college in an unusual 
fashion. 
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The 
JURISPRUDENCE 
HONOR 
ROLL: 


American 
Jurisprudence 
California 
Jurisprudence 
Ohio 
Jurisprudence 
Texas 
Jurisprudence 


And Now: 


See 
for yourself ! 


Here is your opportunity to get acquainted 
with Florida Furisprudence, without risking 
a penny! Mail either publisher the coupon 
below and receive Florida Furisprudence Vol- 
ume One, now published, for a FREE 10-day 
examination. Examine it carefully, and e+ 
ther return the approval volume and be free 
of all obligation, or take advantage of the low 
prepublication price and low, easy terms. 


Florida 


Jurisprudence 


By the Nation’s 
Jurisprudence 


Experts: 


(Mail this coupon 
to either publisher 


BANCROFT-WHITNEY COMPANY 


McAllister and Hyde Streets San Francisco 1, California 
THE LAWYERS CO-OPERATIVE 
PUBLISHING CO. Rochester 14, New York 


Please send me on 10-day approval Volume 1 of 
Florida Furisprudence. This approval order entitles 
me to purchase the complete set of Florida Furis- 
prudence at the prepublication price of $17.50 a 


meenuniiliid volume. If I do not want the set I will return the 
approval volume and be free of all obligation. 
Signed 
Address 
City Zone State 
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Eighty-two year old law student Bert 
Schnurer, scheduled to graduate in 
1956, has returned to college after a 
lapse of 63 years. In 1893 he received 
his BS degree from CCNY. 

Lt. James Fox, a naval aviator based 
at Boca Chica, has been flying 160 miles 
to the mainland to attend his law 
classes. 


Stetson University graduate John R. 
Wood was named Sarasota City Judge, 
replacing Gale K. Greene. 


Tampa Attorney Ralph Rousseau, Jr., 
was elected President of the Tampa 
Junior Chamber of Commerce. He is 
also a member of the Board of Goy- 
ernors of the Junior Bar section. 

Three Tampa attorneys have been 
named directors of the Hillsborough 
County Law Library Board by Governor 
LeRoy Collins. Appointed to the Board 
were Charles F. Blake, Norman S. 
Brown and Frank P. Ingram. 


John Foltz is the new President of 
the Stetson College of Law Student Bar 
Association. 
9 
Jacksonville attorney Hugh R. Dowl- 
ing, former Chairman of the Public 
Relations Committee of The Florida 
Bar, is the new President of the Jack- 
sonville Symphony Association. Further 
evidence of the tie between music and 
law in Jacksonville is the election of 
Herbert Panken as First Vice Presi- 
dent, and Mrs. Olin E. Watts, wife of 
State Board of Law Examiners mem- 
ber, as Second Vice President. 


Paul V. Hutchins is the new Law 
Librarian and Director of Legal Aid of 
the Clearwater Bar Association. His 
offices are in the Pinellas Law Library 
in the courthouse. 


Dr. Hubert Winston Smith, Director 
of the Law-Science Institute at the 
University of Texas, Austin 12, Texas, 
has announced that the only summer 
institute for 1955 will be the Chicago 
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short course on “Legal Medicine and 
Elements of Medicolegal Litigation” to 
be conducted at the Hotel Morrison in 
July. For full information on the pro- 
gram offered, address inquiries to Dr. 
Smith. 


A marked increase both in the num- 
ber of lawyers in the United States 
and in their educational qualifications 
was shown this month by a national 
survey of the legal profession. 


The survey showed 241,514 licensed 
lawyers in the U. S. this year as com- 
pared with 221,605 in 1952, an increase 
of almost 20,000 in the three year in- 
terval. 


Almost 200,000 of the attorneys now 
practicing attended law schools before 
passing the bar examination, as com- 
pared with 170,000 in the 1952 survey. 
Over 85% of those who attended law 
schools received degrees. Many states 
now require law degrees before bar 
examinations. The figures on lawyer 
education reflect a sharp decline in the 
number of lawyers trained only in 
legal offices. 


The survey just completed was the 
third statistical report on the legal pro- 
fession prepared for the American Bar 
Foundation by Martindale - Hubbell, 
Inc., publishers of legal directories. It 
showed these additional facts about the 
legal profession: 

Over one-half of the lawyers in the 
country (127,389) are in individual 
private practice; 51,668 are in partner- 
ships and 10,366 are associates. 


Lawyers in teaching posts, or educa- 
tional administrative positions, number 
1,351. 

Serving in judicial offices are 7,903 
lawyers. 

Approximately 20,000 are in govern- 
ment service—federal, state and local. 

Woman lawyers number 5,036, less 
than three per cent of the national 
total. 

Leading the cities with the highest 
number of lawyers are New York, with 
23,539; Chicago, with 12,452, and 
Washington, with 8,707. 
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Book Review: Florida Jurisprudence 


The first two volumes of FLORIDA 
JURISPRUDENCE, published by The 
Lawyers Co-operative Publishing Com- 
pany of Rochester, New York and Ban- 
croft-Whitney Company of San Fran- 
cisco, California, were recently placed 
on sale in Florida. 

The experience of the publishers’ ed- 
itors in writing the jurisprudence 
(American Jurisprudence, Califorina 
Jurisprudence, Ohio Jurisprudence and 
Texas Jurisprudence) qualifies them to 
furnish Florida lawyers with a com- 
prehensive and encyclopedic statement 
of Florida civil and criminal law. 

Examination of the first two volumes 
of Florida Jurisprudence reveals the ad- 
vantages this work will offer. Written 
in concise text form, it is a composite 
treatment of case and statutory law. 
The editors have made a careful analy- 
sis of the decisions and the statutes; 
the rules of law and their application 
and exceptions are stated with clarity; 
many loose ends have been brought to- 
gether and much obsolete material elim- 
inated, resulting in a single treatise 
affording a proper perspective of the 
body of the Florida law as it exists 
today. 

The subject matter of the work is 
alphabetically arranged under familiar 
legal titles or topics, with Volume 1 
beginning with ABANDONMENT and 
ending with AGENCY. Many lawyers 
will find immediate assistance in Vol- 
ume One from such titles as ABATE- 
MENT AND REVIVAL, ACKNOWL- 


EDGMENTS, ADVERSE POSSES- 
SION and AGENCY. As each new vol- 
ume is published, on a regular sixty- 
day schedule, there will be, of course, 
an increasing coverage of our Florida 
law. 


Special attention is called to the fact 
that Volume 1 presents for the first 
time to the bench and bar of this state 
exhaustive treatment of one of the most 
important of modern legal titles, AD- 
MINISTRATIVE LAW, as developed 
and applied in the Florida courts. Its 
importance is clearly illustrated by the 
large number of cases in which admin- 
istrative law problems have been pre- 
sented to the Florida courts for deter- 
mination. This is the natural result of 
the modern trend to delegate to admin- 
istrative agencies an increasing number 
of powers affecting the rights and obli- 
gations of individuals and businesses. 
The article not only provides a guide 
to the general principles of administra- 
tive law drawn from Florida decisions 
relating to many diverse proceedings, 
but also makes readily available, for use 
in any particular type of proceeding, 
analogous authorities from other types 
of proceedings, which could otherwise 
be found only by search under such 
other headings. 


Florida lawyers will welcome FLOR- 
IDA JURISPRUDENCE as an easy-to- 
use time-saving research tool, upon 
which they may rely for an authori- 
tative statement of the law of this state. 


@ COMPLETE TEXT 
@ AUTHENTIC FORMS 


251 MAIN STREET 


WARREN ON HOMICIDE 


The only MODERN, UP-TO-DATE Text Treatment 
of this important subject. 
with 1954 Supplement 


5 Volumes with 1954 Supp. 
DENNIS & co., INC. 


@ STATUTES 
@ NOTES 


$75.00 


BUFFALO 3, NEW YORK 
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News 


and 


Notes 


LAWYERS’ TITLE GUARANTY FUND 


Phone 3-6444 


P. O. Box 2671 


Orlando, Florida 


‘Copy prepared by Elmer O. Friday, Jr., Executive Secretary) 


During April members issued guar- 
antees to 550 Owners and 203 
Mortgagees totaling $10,767,755.95. 
Aggregate contributions for the month 
were $21,034.83, $18,559.46 Additional 
and $2,475.37 Initial. Expenses for the 
month were $6,809.06. Net additions 
to Fund assets were $14,225.77. 


MEMBERS ISSUING THEIR 
FIRST GUARANTEES 
G. E. Bryant, Jr., Okeechobee 
John W. Burton, Wauchula 
Freeman, Matthews & DeLoach, 
New Smyrna Beach 
B. E. Hendricks, Miami 
Donald W. Hulmes, Hollywood 
Joseph I. Mathis, Panama City 
Tom B. Morrison, Largo 
Peck & Peck, Miami 
Bertley Sager, Miami 
Rufus C. Sundie, Miami 


JUNE, 1955 


FIRMS ISSUING 7 OR 
MORE GUARANTEES 


Cromwell & Remsen, Riviera Beach, 
26 

Allgood & Altman, New Port Richey, 
17 

Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt, 
Ft. Myers, 17 

English, McCaughan & O’Bryan, 
Ft. Lauderdale, 16 

Sutton & James, Ft. Lauderdale, 16 

Byrd & Whitley, Delray Beach, 13 

Nowlin & Adams, Delray Beach, 13 

Marshall & Rives, Clearwater, 10 

Blackwell, Walker & Gray, Miami, 8 

Kovner & Mannheimer, Miami Beach, 


8 
Mellor & Watson, Ft. Myers, 8 
Falk & Ames, Miami, 7 
Walton, Lantaff, Schroeder, Atkins, 
Carson & Wahl, Miami, 7 
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INDIVIDUALS ISSUING 5 OR 
MORE GUARANTEES 
Edward H. Levin, Miami, 27 
Stephen A. Spear, Ft. Lauderdale, 25 
William D. Hixon, Naples, 22 
Robert F. Griffith, Jr., 
Boynton Beach, 15 
Charles R. Morgan, Ft. Lauderdale, 
14 
Edward F. Butler, Miami Shores, 13 
John A. Coughlin, North Miami, 10 
William M. Goza, Jr., Clearwater, 10 
Maynard Abrams, Hollywood, 9 
William K. Chester, 
West Palm Beach, 9 
Charles H. Crim, Ft. Lauderdale, 7 
Richard M. Sauls, Hollywood, 7 
Bart E. Sullivan, Pompano Beach, 7 
Joseph F. Baya, Tarpon Springs, 6 
J. Herbert Burke, Hollywood, 6 
James H. Walden, Dania, 6 
William J. Bosso, Riviera Beach, 5 
Herman I. Bretan, Miami, 5 
Earl D. Farr, Punta Gorda, 5 
Robert W. Ghiotto, Boca Raton, 5 


LARGEST GUARANTEES ISSUED 

English, McCaughan & O’Bryan, 
Ft. Lauderdale, $551,000.00 

Lyle D. Holcomb, Miami, $306,550.00 

McCune, Hiaasen & Kelley, Ft. Laud- 
erdale, $297,000.00 

Harry A. Greenberg, Miami Beach, 
$242,000.00 

Robert M. Curtis, Ft. Lauderdale, 
$220,000.00 

Harry A. Greenberg, Miami Beach, 
$165,000.00 

Allgood & Altman, New Port Richey, 
$150,000.00 

Allgood & Altman, New Port Richey, 
$140,000.00 

Robert M. Curtis, Ft. Lauderdale, 
$130,000.00 

Simons & Yeslow, Hollywood, 
$130,000.00 

George L. Jackman, Miami Beach, 
$119,000.00 

Charles H. Crim, Ft. Lauderdale, 
$113,000.00 

L. Earl Curry, Miami, $90,000.00 

McCune, Hiaasen & Kelley, 
Ft. Lauderdale, $84,000.00 

Walton, Lantaff, Schroeder, Atkins, 
Carson & Wahl, Miami, $83,869.50 
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John A. Coughlin, North Miami, 
$65,000.00 

Byrd & Whitley, Delray Beach, 
$64,000.00 

English, McCaughan & O’Bryan, 
Ft. Lauderdale, $63,500.00 

William C. Scofield, Inverness, 
$60,000.00 

James H. Walden, Dania, $59,000.00 

Egbert Beall, West Palm Beach, 
$56,250.00 

Byrd & Whitley, Delray Beach, 
$55,000.00 

Nowlin & Adams, Delray Beach, 
$55,000.00 

Albert C. Hartog, Miami, $53,500.00 

William M. Goza, Jr., Clearwater, 
$53,000.00 

Allgood & Altman, New Port Richey, 
$50,000.00 

Byrd & Whitley, Delray Beach, 
$50,000.00 

William D. Hixon, Naples, $50,000.00 

Betty S. Lippman, Orlando, 
$50,000.00 


NEW MEMBERS 


Edward P. Buckenmyer, Clearwater 
Donald Hulmes, Hollywood 

C. V. McClurg, Lakeland 

Tom Morrison, Largo 

Elwood Phillips, Orlando 


RECEIPT OF FORMS: 


Immediately upon receipt of forms 
from this office, it is requested that 
the forms be verified against the 
acknowledgment card which is_ en- 
closed and the card returned at that 
time. This is important in our main- 
taining accurate records. 


When corresponding with this office 
concerning any policy, commitment, 
etc., it is further requested that refer- 
ence be made to the “Fund Serial Num- 
ber” since this is the identification by 
which same are filed in this office as 
opposed to name of assured, etc. 

BOUQUETS — and appreciation to 
the Jefferson Standard Life Insurance 
Company, Greensboro, North Carolina, 
for their assistance and cooperation in 
certain matters concerning your Fund. 
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CONDENSED BALANCE SHEET 
LAWYERS’ TITLE GUARANTY FUND 


March 31, 1955 


ASSETS 
Current Assets 
Cash on hand and in bank... $ 39,720.50 
Accounts Receivable 19,904.40 
Accrued Investment Income __....... 1,335.43 


Prepaid Expenses 3,732.54 
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 


Investments 
U. S. Gov’t Bonds, at cost $100,475.63 
Savings and Loan Assn’s __............. 225,280.14 
Mortgages Receivable 73,298.80 


TOTAL INVESTMENTS 


Fixed Assets 
Office furniture, machines, library, 
less depreciation 


TOTAL ASSETS 


LIABILITIES 
Carsrent $ 3,114.24 
Long Term Liabilities None 


TOTAL LIABILITIES 


RESERVES 
Reserve for losses 
Less: Losses paid and advances against 
pending claims 2,070.14 
NET WORTH 


Net Worth before provision for losses____$470,038.08 
Less: Provision for losses —.......... 81,231.19 


Net Worth after provision for losses 


JUNE, 1955 


$ 64,692.87 


$399,054.57 


$ 7,334.74 


$ 3,114.24 


$ 79,161.05 


$388,806.89 
TOTAL LIABILITIES, RESERVES AND NET WORTH 


$471,082.18 


$471,082.18 
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TAKE IT 
FROM ME, 
FOLKS... 


when it comes to 
helping with 
the chores! 


Ray FLORIDA POWER & 
LIGHT COMPANY 


Someone Missing? 


We locate: 

Heirs to estates, 
Beneficiaries, 
Legatees and 
Property Owners. 


We compile genealogies 
and prove authenticity 
of next of kin. 


We have correspondents 
all over the world. 


Investigations made 
on a contingent or 
per diem basis. 


We cooperate with 
attorneys on an 
ethical basis. 


ALTSHULER 
GENEALOGICAL SERVICE 


920 Seybold Building 
36 N.E. Ist Street Miami, Florida 


PHONE: MIAMI—3-0960 


RENT A NEW CAR FROM 


LOW RATES include gas and oil, Public 
Liability, Property Damage, Fire and Theft 
Insurance and $100.00 deductible collision 
protection at no extra cost. No hidden 
charges ... 5 or 6 can ride for the cost 
of one. Rent for an hour, day, week or 
longer. Hertz is world’s largest ...31 years’ 
experience...the only system offering uni- 
formly high grade 
service at low cost 
in over 6500 cities 
throughout the world. 


RATE EXAMPLE: 


The daily rate is $5.00 
per 10 hours plus 8c per mile including gas, 
oil, and insurance. Thus, the total cost for 
a 50 mile trip is $9.00 regardless of how 
many ride. Rates lower by the week. 


HERTZ SYSTEM 
FOR RESERVATIONS 
2-1723 


in TALLAHASSEE 
PHONE 
Municipal Airport 


Plorida's Pinect 
HOTELS... 


COFFEE SHOPS 


FREE RADIO 
IN EVERY ROOM 
ALL ROOMS 


PRIVATE 
BATHS 


* 
GARAGES 
100% 
Air 
Conditioned 


! 


KLOEPPEL 
HOTELS 
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If TIMBER or INSECTS are involved 


call 
Woodland Managers 
Consulting Foresters and Entomologists 


State Exchange Bank Building e Lake City, Florida e Phone 207 
Send now for free folder 


LAW BOOKS — THOMAS LAW BOOK COMPANY 
PUBLISHERS — DEALERS — IMPORTERS IN BUSINESS SEVENTY YEARS 
WE BUY ... WESELL . . . WE EXCHANGE 


209 North Third Telephone Main 2236 St. Louis 2, Missouri 
H. D. BENEDICT, President H. H. BOLLENBACH, Vice-President 


W. W. MATTHEWS, Secretary 
LET US KNOW YOUR WANTS 


GENUINE ENGRAVED LETTERHEADS 


$15.00 for 1,000 (Complete Cost) 
Free Designing — Free Proof — Free Die 


Mail us your present letterhead and indicate any changes desired. Without cost or obligation your 
free proof will be mailed promptly, designed similar to your present letterhead or as you instruct us. 


MIAMI ENGRAVING COMPANY 


245 N. E. 37th Street (1 Block West of Biscayne Blvd.) Miami, Fia. 


HANDWRITING EXPERT AND DOCUMENT EXAMINER 


HERMAN V. BENNETT Former Federal Agent 


EXAMINER AND PHOTOGRAPHER OF QUESTIONED DOCUMENTS 
Consultant on questioned Handwriting and Typewriting, Pens, 

Inks, Paper, Erasures, additions, falsifications, seals, stamps and 

questions of similar character Scientifically investigated. 

Special Document Photographs prepared to accompany Reports, 
and for Court Demonstrations. Your inquiry solicited on all mat- 
ters pertaining to Handwriting in wills, contracts, anonymous 
writings, notes, deeds, books of account, election ballots, etc. 
Completely equipped modern laboratory, including ultra-violet and 
infra-red ray apparatus. 


Pan American Secret Service, Inc. ‘LICENSED AND BONDED. 


Invites inquiries from Florida’s leading attorneys, law firms, banks, industrialists and business 
executives on all matters requiring competent investigators. We do not solicit domestic relations 
cases. References of integrity and ability furnishd upon request. 

Legitimate detective work in all its branches transacted in all parts of the world. 

Special facilities for investigations in Havana, Cuba, Nassau, N. P. Bahamas and the Latin- 
American Republics. 

We solicit inquiries to act as confidential emissaries for a select clientele in financial and 
commercial matters throughout the Latin-American republics. 

Through our years of activities as detectives for the Pan-American Airways we have developed 
reliable sources of information, important contacts with secret police organizations and special 
facilities for rendering an invaluable service to our clientele. Our operatives are Spanish- 
speaking investigators and we enjoy the confidence of the Cuban Secret Police and similar 
Latin-American organizations. 

Mr. Bennett is a former Federal Agent, is Member of the WORLD 
SECRET SERVICE ASSOCIATION, also THE ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH 
DETECTIVES—President of the FLORIDA ASSOCIATION OF DETEC- 
TIVE AGENCIES, INC.—President of the GREATER MIAMI ASSOCIATION 
OF DETECTIVE AGENCIES, and a Member of THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE of THE MIAMI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

Our organization marks the peak of progress in secret service oper- 
ations. It is the product of long and varied practical experience. A high 
degree of efficiency is maintained by the careful selection, discipline and 
vigilant supervision of our Personnel. 


Executive Office: 908-9 Olympia Building 
MIAMI 32, FLORIDA 
Telephones: Day—3-2050; Nite—2-8137-Opr. #102 
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“BAR EXAMINATION 
REVIEW COURSE” 


(For July 55 Law Exams) 


— June 20th to July 15th — 


P.O. Box 1812 


Clearwater Florida 


Legal Consulting Services 


BLACK LABORATORIES, INC. 
700 S. E. Third Street 
GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA 
Complete Investigations. 
Biological, Physical, and 

Chemical Sciences. 
EXPERT TESTIMONY 


TRAFFIC ACCIDENT 
ANALYST 


Traffic accident analysis — Consultation 
— Expert testimony. 
Automotive Engineer formerly with 
National Bureau of Standards. 


CLARENCE S. BRUCE 
P. O. Box 1909 Fort Myers, Fla. 


Missing Heirs, Legatees 
or Owners 


Attorneys seldom have time or facilities 
to search for missing or unknown heirs, 
legatees, owners of property, and missing 
links in chains of title. 


Our international organization, estab- 
lished more than thirty-seven years, spe- 
cializes in such investigations, as well as 
searches for missing owners of dormant 
bank accounts, terminated trusts, real 
estate, and leaseholds. 


Our business is conducted upon a con- 
tingent basis; and we cooperate with at- 
torneys under ethical standards, without 
expense to the forwarder. Inquiries are 
solicited 


WwW. C. COX & COMPANY 


208 South LaSalle St. Chicago 4, Il. 


Let's Be 


WE arE equipped to give you prompt, efficient 
and economical service in printing your legal 
briefs. Our experience and know-how over two 
decades, enable us to produce a printed brief for 
you at $3.00 per printed page. Send your next brief 
to Rose—and see how easy it is to be satisfied. 
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ROSE BLDG. 


PRINTING COMPANY, ine. 


TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 
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Outstanding 


An analysis of amount and 
character of assets avail- 
able for protection of 
policyholders will show 
Lawyers Title Insurance 
Corporation to be out- 
standing in the title in- 
surance field. 


STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL CONDITION 


AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1954 


ADMITTED ASSETS 


Cash 

Bonds (at amortized cost) : * 
United States Government 
Municipal . 
Public utility and industrial 


Preferred stocks (at lower of cost or current market) . . 
Savings and loan association investment share accounts . 
—_— loans on real estate: 
F.H.A. insured 
Other first mortgages ‘ 
VA guaranteed 


Interest and rents accrued . 
Accounts receivable from agents and customers = 
Notes receivable—secured 
Stock of wholly-owned subsidiaries F 


Title plants (in Akron, Atlanta, Camden, Freehold, Miami, 


Pontiac, Richmond and Washington) 
Real estate for home and branch offices . 
Other admitted assets 


TOTAL ADMITTED am ie 


LIABILITIES 


Accrued commissions to agents, expenses and other items . 


Federal taxes on income . 
Other taxes accrued 
Premiums and other payments received in advance 
Provision for undetermined title losses of which the 
Corporation has notice 
TOTAL 


Legal reserve 

Capital stock—par $5 share 
Voluntary policy reserve 
Surplus 


TOTAL Coie: Rr SERVE 
AND SURPLUS 
TOTAL CAPITAL STOCK, SURPLUS AND "RESERVES 


1954 
$ 2,244,295.04 


$ 3,507,969.49 
1,472,001.38 
452,020.84 

$ 5,431,991.71 


$ 78,375.00 
$ 309,500.00 


$ 4,331,597.06 
61,269.50 
61,139.15 


$ 4,454,005.71 


$ 63,974.47 
501,076.54 
452,617.65 

75,000.00 


770,099.47 
418,021.47 
107,956.80 


$14,906,913.86 


1954 
$ 273,677.79 
1,446,150.07 
223,838.47 
423,728.87 


202,503.74 
$ 2,569,898.94 
$ 3,282,431.12 
$ 3,500,000.00 

2,192,301.44 

3, 362,282.36 


$ 9,054,583.80 
$12,337,014.92 


$14,906,913.86 


Lawyers Title is represented in Florida by the following Agents: 


Arcadia...... The DeSoto Abstract Company 
Bartow. Polk County Abstract Company 
Bradenton 


United Abstract & Title Insurance Company 
Daytona Beach 
Peninsula Abstract & Title Company 


Fort Lauderdale. Broward Abstract Corporation 
po West Coast Title Company 
Jacksonville. Florida Title & Guaranty Company 
Lake City. ......... G. A. Buie, Jr., Attorney 
Lakeland 


Florida Southern Abstract & Title Company 


Miami. . . Lawyers Title Insurance Corporation 

122 Shoreland Building 
Ocala. .... National Abstract & Title Company 
Orlando...... Central Title & Trust Company 
Palatka... .Guaranty Title Company of Palatka 
Panama City....... Panama Title Corporation 


Punta Gorda 
Punta Gorda Abstract & Title Company 


St. Petersburg..... West Coast Title Company 
Tavares. ..Inland Abstract and Title Company 


West Palm Beach 
Winter Haven 
Florida Southern Abstract & Title Company 


Atlantic Title Company 


Title Insurance anywhere in Florida through over six hundred approved attorneys. 


lawyers Title [nsurance (Corporation 
FLORIDA BRANCH OFFICE 
Van Skiver Building, Winter Haven, Florida 
Home Ofiice, Richmond, Va. 


* Not to be confused with any other title insuring organization of similar name. 


lau, 
. . . . . . . 
| 
| 
. 
| 
4 


FLORIDA LAW AND PRACTICE 


A COMPLETE ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF LIVING FLORIDA LAW 


FOR FLORIDA LAWYERS 
BY 


FLORIDA LAWYERS 


AUTHORS WHO KNOW THE PECULIARITIES OF THE 
FLORIDA LAW 


Write for details, including free examination 
of Volume One, soon to be published. 


THE HARRISON COMPANY 


LAW BOOK PUBLISHERS 
POST OFFICE BOX 4214 ATLANTA 2, GA. 


SERVING THE LAWYERS OF THE SOUTH FOR MORE THAN 47 YEARS 


. 


